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FIELD CROPS 

CROP PRODUCTION

 

Weather During the first week of October, Tropical Storm Nicole postponed sugarcane harvesting. Peanut digging was 

aided by the rainfall which loosened the soil. Cotton harvesting began in mid-October. Dry weather across the Panhandle 

down to the southern Peninsula depleted soil moisture for the remainder of the month. Peanut yields and grades suffered 

significantly on dryland acres. Dry, warm weather for most of October allowed cotton harvesting to progress on schedule. 

As November arrived, cotton picking continued at a rapid pace, peanut digging was almost completed, and sugarcane 

harvesting continued.  

Cotton:  As of November 1, 2010 yield was forecast at 728 pounds per acre, up 5 pounds or 1 percent from last year. The 

forecast for total harvested was 89,000 acres. Production is up 17,500 bales or 15 percent from last year currently at 

135,000 bales. Cotton harvesting began in mid-October. Growers had higher yields than anticipated despite dry weather.  

 

Peanuts:  Production is expected to total 432 million pounds, versus 336 million pounds in 2009. Production increased 

29 percent from last year. Harvested acreage is projected at 135,000 acres, up 30,000 acres or 29 percent above the 

previous season. The current yield is 3,200 pounds per acre the same as last year. Yield is up 7 percent from last month’s 

yield of 3,000 pounds per acre. 
 
Sugarcane:  The November 1 yield forecast of 36.7 tons per acre remained unchanged from the October 1 estimate. Last 

year, yield averaged 36.0 tons per acre. Production was set at 14.4 million tons, up 3 percent from the 13.9 million tons 

produced last year. Acreage to be harvested, is at 392,000 acres, up 5,000 acres or 1 percent from last year’s 

387,000 acres.

 

 

Cotton:  Upland cotton harvested area, at 10.6 million acres, is unchanged from last month but up 43 percent from last 

year. American Pima harvested area, at 207,000 acres, was carried forward from the August forecast. In the Southeastern 

States (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia), warm, dry conditions allowed harvest 

to progress rapidly during most of October. All cotton production is forecast at 18.4 million 480-pound bales, down 

2 percent from last month but up 51 percent from last year's 12.2 million bales. Yield is expected to average 821 pounds 

per harvested acre, up 44 pounds from last year. Upland cotton production is forecast at 17.9 million 480-pound bales, 

down 2 percent from last month but 52 percent above 2009. 

 

Peanuts:  Production is forecast at 3.96 billion pounds, up 1 percent from the October forecast and up 7 percent from last 

year. Area for harvest is expected to total 1.26 million acres, unchanged from October but up 17 percent from 2009. 

Yields are expected to average 3,142 pounds per acre, up 36 pounds from October but down 279 pounds from last year. 

Production in the Southeast States (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina) is expected to total 

3.09 billion pounds, up 3 percent from October and 9 percent higher than last year. Area for harvest is forecast at 

965,000 acres, unchanged from October but up 17 percent from last year. Yields in the region are expected to average 

3,200 pounds per acre, up 86 pounds from October but 228 pounds below last year's average yield. Expected yields 

increased from last month in Florida and Georgia but were unchanged in Alabama, Mississippi, and South Carolina. As of 

October 31, harvest progress was well ahead of last year and the 5-year average in all States in the region. 

 

Corn:  Area harvested and to be harvested for grain is forecast at 81.3 million acres, unchanged from October but up 

2 percent from the previous year. If realized, area harvested for grain will be the second largest on record since 1944, 

behind only the 86.5 million acres harvested in 2007. Corn production is forecast at 12.5 billion bushels, down 1 percent 

from the October forecast and down 4 percent from last year's record production of 13.1 billion bushels. As of November 

1, yields are expected to average 154.3 bushels per acre, down 1.5 bushels from the previous month and 10.4 bushels 

below last year's record of 164.7 bushels. 
 

Soybeans:  Area for harvest is forecast at 76.8 million acres, unchanged from last month but up 1 percent from 2009. 

Harvested area, if realized, will be the largest on record. Soybean production is forecast at a record high 3.38 billion 

bushels, down 1 percent from the October forecast but up slightly from last year. Based on November 1 conditions, yields 

are expected to average 43.9 bushels per acre, down 0.5 bushel from last month and down 0.1 bushel from last year’s 

record high yield.  

 

Sugarcane:  Production of sugarcane for sugar and seed is forecast at 29.4 million tons, down 3 percent from the 

October 1 forecast and last year. Producers intend to harvest 876,200 acres for sugar and seed in 2010, unchanged from 

last month but up 2,300 acres from last year.  
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